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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1, 3, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Richards etal (US 6,056,579). 

2. With respect to claim 1, Richards discloses a modularized circuit board mounting 
architecture for mounting a modularized circuit board to an enclosure, which comprises: 
a substrate (Fig. 1 , element 12), which is used to accommodate the circuitry of the 
modularized circuit board; 

A handle-equipped locking member (Fig. 1, element 58) which is securely 
attached to one edge of the substrate (Fig. 1), and which is formed with an elongated 
elastic portion (Fig. 1 element 58, page 6, col. 2, lines 36-42) and a handle portion (Fig. 
1), where the elongated elastic portion further includes a front-end pivot portion (Fig. 1), 
a middle-section hook portion (Fig. 1), and a rear-end press-on portion (Fig. 1 element 
66), and the hook portion further includes a sliding surface (Fig. 1) and a stopper 
surface (Fig. 1 element 62); wherein when the rear-end press-on portion is pressed on, 
it causes the elongated elastic portion to be pivotally pressed down about the pivot 
portion (page 6, col. 2, lines 36-38); and a fixation structure (Fig. 1 element 20), which is 
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provided on the enclosure, and which includes a guide structure (Fig. 1, element 38) 
and a supportive panel (Fig. 1 element 18) where the supportive panel is formed with at 
least one locking hole (Fig. 1 element 40) corresponding to the hook portion of the 
elongated elastic portion on the handle-equipped locking member; wherein 

When the modularized circuit board is mounted in position inside the enclosure, 
the hook portion of the elongated elastic portion on the handle-equipped locking 
member is hooked in the locking hole in the supportive panel on the enclosure, allowing 
the stopper surface to stop the modularized circuit board from being withdrawable and 
securely fix the modularized circuit board in position on the inside of the enclosure 
(page 6, col. 2, lines 29-35), and wherein 

When the rear-end press-on portion of the elongated elastic portion on the 
handle-equipped locking member is pressed on, it causes the hook portion of the 
elongated elastic portion to be released from the locking hole, allowing the modularized 
circuit board to be manually withdrawable from the enclosure (page 6, col. 2, lines 36- 
38). 

3. With respect to claim 3, Richards discloses a modularized circuit board mounting 
architecture in accordance with claim 1 wherein the modularized circuit board is an 
expansion card for a desktop computer, and the enclosure is the desktop computer's 
casing (page 6, col. 1, lines 16-19). 

4. With respect to claim 6, Richards discloses a modularized circuit board mounting 
architecture in accordance with claim 1 wherein the elongated elastic portion of the 
handle-equipped locking member is made of plastics (page 6, col. 2 lines 63-64). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Richards in view of Tanzer et al. 

6. With respect to claim 2, Richards discloses a modularized circuit board mounting 
architecture in accordance with claim 1 as noted above in the rejections under 35 USC 
102(b), however, Richards does not disclose expressly wherein the modularized circuit 
board is an expansion card for a network server, and the enclosure is the network 
server's chassis. 

The Tanzer reference, however, discloses a modularized circuit board is an 
expansion card for a network server, and the enclosure is the network server's chassis 
(page 14, col. 2, lines 64-66). 

Richards and Tanzer are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor (circuit board holder). 

At the time the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to replace the circuit card of Richards with a network server card, and the 
enclosure is the network server's chassis. 
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The suggestion or motivation for doing so would have been obvious in view of 
the teaching of Tanzer for networks communication purposes. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Tanzer with Richards for the 
benefit of communicating between computers. 

7. With respect to claim 4, Richards discloses a modularized circuit board mounting 
architecture in accordance with claim 1 as noted above in the rejections under 35 USC 
102(b), however, Richards does not disclose expressly wherein the handle-equipped 
locking member is securely attached to the substrate by means of a fastening 
architecture. 

The Tanzer reference, however, discloses the handle-equipped locking member 
is securely attached to the substrate by means of a fastening architecture (Fig.7). 

Richards and Tanzer are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor (circuit board holder). 

At the time the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to add a fastening architecture to the handle-equipped locking member of the 
circuit board holder of Richards. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would have been obvious in view of 
the teaching of Richards such that the fastening will enhance the strength of holding the 
locking member. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Tanzer with Richards for the 
benefit of securing the locking member. 
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8. With respect to claim 5, Richards discloses a modularized circuit board mounting 
architecture in accordance with claim 1 as noted above in the rejections under 35 USC 
102(b), however, Richards does not disclose expressly wherein the handle-equipped 
locking member further includes a ring-shaped handle portion to assist manual 
withdrawal of the circuit board from the enclosure. 

The Tanzer reference, however, discloses the handle-equipped locking member 
includes a ring-shaped handle portion (Fig. 3 element 204). 

Richards and Tanzer are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor (circuit board holder). 

At the time the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to add a ring-shaped handle portion to the handle-equipped locking member of 
the circuit board holder of Richards. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would have been obvious in view of 
the teaching of Richards such that the ring-shaped handle portion allows the user to grip 
on with a finger when placing or removing the circuit board. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Tanzer with Richards for the 
benefit of convenient for the user in placing or removing the circuit board. 

Relevant Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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9. The Chen et al (US 6,431 ,765) and Poplawski et al (US 5,734,558) references 
disclose a handle-equipped locking member, which includes a rear end press-on portion 
and a stopper. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due N. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5984. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamand Cuneo can be reached on (571) 272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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